
TIPS	  for	  SHOOTING	  +	  EDITING	  GUIDELINE	  
 

FILMING: 

Lighting & Framing.  The first image (LF-1) is achieved by using a studio light, 
shooting through an opaque standard umbrella at a 45 degree angle to the 
subjects head. You may also stand opposite a large window (LF-2) and make 
sure that there are no harsh shadows on your face. Overhead lighting from the 
ceiling is not an ideal (LF-3). Notice harsh and distracting elements and improper 
use of window lighting in (LF-4). Be aware of improper “white balance” (LF-3). 
Most recording devices have an Auto White Balance (AWB) feature. Frame 
should always be a “medium” to “close-up” shot of your head and 
shoulders. Your reader should be off-camera and not seen at all. This is YOUR 
audition, so we want to focus on you. 

LIGHTING + FRAMING – PROPER vs IMPROPER 

  
 45° Soft Studio Lighting  – PROPER    Front Window Lighting – PROPER 
	  

 
      Ceiling Lighting –IMPROPER            Window Lighting - IMPROPER 
	  
Recording equipment. Maximize the quality of your audition by recording in a 
quiet environment with enough light. Your goal is to have clear sound and a 
bright image. A basic point-and-shoot camera that records in 1080p is 
suggested; a secondary alternative is to use your cell phone (ex: iPhone.) Always 
steady the camera at face height (a tripod is recommended.) 
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Setting.  Good self-taped auditions have simple, plain backgrounds (see image 
LF-1 and LF-2). Do NOT film in your kitchen or office (see image LF-4.) 
 
Wardrobe. Select simple wardrobe avoiding logos, busy patterns, stripes, hats, 
scarves, and colors such as black and white. 

Reader Always bring a reader. NEVER look directly into the camera (unless 
specifically instructed). Look at the reader who should be standing as close to the 
camera as possible, out of frame. This will create the ideal eye-line (see above 
image LF-1 or LF-2.)   

It is important to have your reader press the record button on the camera when 
you are 100% READY to begin speaking in the scene. Your final take cannot 
include any footage of you preparing for the scene at the beginning, or falling out 
of character at the end of your scene. You must be 100% in character from the 
start of the take until the reader ends the recording. 

 

UPLOADING YOUR SCENE + SENDING IT TO US 
Please upload your scene to YouTube.com. List the video as private, then copy 
and paste the private link into the provided box on the SUBMIT SHOWCASE 
page. In the description area on YouTube, you should have the following, listed 
as seen below: 
1. Name: 
2. Role: 
3. Project: 
4. Email: 
5. Skype Name: 
 
We look so forward to meeting you and seeing your work!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	  


